THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
meant; it was a very pathetic letter. He pointed out
what the designs of Italy were, that Italy did not want
British Somaliland but Abyssinia. He said, 'If she
gets Abyssinia just realise what it means. She prac-
tically dominates the Soudan, she is a menace to Kenya,
she is a danger to our communications to India. With
that great population Italy could raise a huge army.
She had begun to do it.
That was a warning almost from the tomb by a
great Imperial Statesman.
One recalls positions taken by Britain in the past in
these areas. When Russia threatened to occupy Con-
stantinople a British fleet had anchored off the
Golden Horn, Indian troops landed in Malta, The
late Mr. Frank Simonds puts it thus:
The Ethiopian undertaking involved an invasion
of a region which was at the heart of the whole British
system of Imperial communications. To halt a French
enterprise on the White Nile, Britain had risked war
in the far-off Fashoda time. Would London show
itself less determined now when Italian purpose could
compromise not merely the Cape to Cairo road but
also the life line of Imperial communication passing
through Suez and Aden to Bombay and Sydney.
Another American writer, Richard Freund, puts
other considerations thus:
Great Britain's strategic position at the eastern exit
of the Mediterranean is moored at three points: the
Suez Canal, the oil wells of Mesopotamia, and the Red
Sea.
The Suez Canal is covered by British control of
Egypt and Palestine. The oil supply is secured by the
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